
Hands On History

Parks As Classrooms Lesson Plans
and Programs from

Stones River National Battlefield

Stones River National Battlefield
3501 Old Nashville Highway

Murfreesboro, TN 37129
Phone: (615) 893-9501

Fax: (615) 893-9501
http://www.nps.gov/stri/learning_center.htm

E-mail: stri_information@nps.gov

Planning Your Visit

1. Decide which education programs best fit the
needs of your students.

2. The best months to schedule education prgrams
are April, May, September and October.

3. Make reservations at least two weeks in advance
to allow ample time to schedule staff and
volunteers.

4. We reserve the right to offer slight changes in
programming when staff is limited.

5. Call (615) 893-9501 between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday to
make a reservation. Use the Site Visit Planning
Form to help you plan your request.

Lunch Facilities
There are four picnic tables available on a first-come
first-serve basis located near the visitor center.
Picnics are not permitted anywhere else on the
battlefield. Large groups should plan to bring
blankets. Please schedule lunch before or after your
education program, and remember to leave lunches
in your vehicles while participating in programs.
Please let us know if you will be having lunch on site
when you make your reservation.

Day of Arrival
Make sure your students are dressed
appropriately for the weather and for
walking.

Adults should be reminded that the program
content is oriented toward the students and
follows a structured schedule. They are
welcome to participate, but their role is to
monitor student behavior and provide
guidance.

Eastern National Bookstore

The bookstore welcomes students, and time to shop
may be scheduled as part of your visit. A variety of
books and souveniers can be found for less than ten
dollars.

Self-Guided Battlefield Tour
We regret that we cannot provide guided tours of the
battlefield. You may tour the area with your group
using the self-guided tour in our park brochure or rent
an audiotape tour. Plan for at least an hour to take the
tour. The audio tour requires at least ninety minutes.

Cancellations
We are always happy to reschedule a site visit. If
you must cancel, please notify us at least 24 hours
in advance by calling (615) 893-9501.

When you arrive, you will be asked to divide
large groups into smaller groups of no more
than forty students for each program. We
suggest that you assign one chaperone for
every ten students.

Please arrive 10 minutes before your
scheduled program(s). Groups that arrive
more than fifteen minutes late may have their
activities shortened or excluded and are not
guaranteed a full program.

6. If you prefer, you can mail the Site Visit Planning
Form to:

Stones River National Battlefield
Education Programs
3501 Old Nashville Highway
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

or you can fax the form to us at (615)-893-9508.

7. You will receive a confirmation letter and
information packet with maps prior to your
scheduled visit.

Other Lesson Plan Titles

• Southern Society - African Americans
• Southern Society - Common Folk
• Women in the War
• Archeology and Artifacts
• Cover the Music
• It Wasn’t The Bullet
• Care of Prisoners
• Monuments
• Presenting Your Colors
• Recruiting a Few Good Citizens
• Whose Side Are You On?
• Coded Messages

The soul of a landscape is a story.
   - G. K. Chesteron



A Bloody New Year in
Middle Tennessee

The Battle of Stones River was fought from
December 31, 1862 through January 2, 1863. Over
23,000 men of the 81,000 engaged were killed,
wounded, or captured during the fighting.

The Union army won a narrow victory here which set
the stage for campaigns later in 1863 and 1864 that
would wrest control of Tennessee from the
Confederacy and end with Sherman’s “March to the
Sea.” During those campaigns, some Union forces
remained behind at Fortress Rosecrans to protect that
vital supply base and maintain control of the civilian
population.

The battle also gave legitimacy to the Emancipation
Proclamation which signalled a major change in the
war aims of the Union. After January 1, 1863, the
Civil War became more than a struggle to preserve
the Union. Now, it was a fight to remake the United
States as a country without slavery.

Hands On History Programs

The National Park Service, in conjunction with
Middle Tennessee educators, has developed a series
of lesson plans and on-site programs designed to help
fourth and fifth grade students understand the Battle
of Stones River and its impact on local, state, and
national history. Teachers can use the lesson plans in
the classroom and bring their students to the
battlefield for self-guided and/or ranger presented
programs geared to support the lesson plan.

Ranger programs are thirty minutes in length and can
accomodate up to 40 students. We suggest larger
groups (40-90) plan for a 2-3 program rotation.
Groups larger than 90 students should consider
visits on more than one day. All educational
programs are free of charge.

There are 26 lesson plans and programs for teachers
to choose from. The following are the most popular
choices:

Interview an Infantryman

Students prepare in the classroom before coming to
the battlefield to talk with a costumed interpreter
about the daily life of soldiers.

Students will use the letters of soldiers and
their loved ones to experience the human cost
of war. The on-site program is a walk through
the Stones River National Cemetery with
readings from letters to or from the men who
are buried there.

Dreaming of Home

Fort Detail

Students will explore the role of Fortress
Rosecrans as a supply depot and center for
Union occupation. The self-guided program is a
walk and scavanger hunt through Fortress
Rosecrans.

Visitor Center Museum, Orientation
Program and Bookstore Visit

Some groups enjoy a visit to our visitor center
and museum before going out onto the
battlefield. We also offer an 9 minute film and a
bookstore to allow teachers and students a
chance to continue their learning experience.
Groups may choose this option and then take a
self-guided tour of the battlefield.

Students will learn about the role of artillery in the
Battle of Stones River and participate in a training
drill at the park.

Load, Ready, Fire!

Site Visit Planning Form

Number of Students: ______________

Grade Level(s): ______________

Number of chaperones
(including teachers): ______________

Number of buses/cars: __________

Date of Program:
Choice #1 ________________

Choice #2 ________________

Time of Program:
Choice #1 ________________

Choice #2 ________________

Type of Programs: ______________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

School Phone Number: __________________

School Fax Number: ____________________

Contact Name and School Address
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
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